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1 2002 with his best-selling baak The Rise of

the Creative Class, Richard Florida kick-started

a national conversation about how citie

attract the kind of people that wi
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and creativity at the University of Toronto
his new baok, Wha's Your City?,

helping people choose the city that fits them

best. He tells Sac

1 why our geography and

will belp o
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i @ You're best known for coining the term “the
creative class.”Who is the creative class and
why do we want them in our cities?

es, Armold-

The creative class is now the driving loree of our

sronomy, IU's the 0 million Amencans wha usea thelr
creativity and gat pald tn think for a living. They're peaple
who wark in arts and culture; they're professionals who
wark [n faw, health care, finence and education. They work
in science, technulugy and Innovation. And they're also
eritreprencurs, They compasa ahaut a third of the workforce
but thay praduce twe=thirds of all weges and aboul Lhree
quarters of all discrelionary income in the Linited States.

The real challengs of aur tima Is to expend thet group

and to harness the knowledge and inteligence and the
creativity of mone people. The regions that axpand that
group to more than 35, 40, 50 and hopefully 80, 70, 50
percant someaday will have an economic gdvaniage.

What's the forus of your new haok?
The Risa of the Creathve Class was sbout how you mahke
cities snd regions stronger—what you do to balster them,
support them, make tham mora appealing and harnmess
thalr craathve energy. It found an eudience amongst
economic develogment officials, city mayors, arts and
gultural organizations, gavernnrs and even national lesders,
But it dawnad an me that it had not addressed
individuals. My father—a warking-class guy from Newark—
lold e, “Go toa university, take a degrea In an ares
Lhat's marketable, find a profasslon and your (e will be

grest.” My mother always said,
“Richard, your father is right,
but there’s another impartant
decisinn vou're going to have to
make, Make sure you pick lhe
right wilg.” What my parents
never tald ma Is that thare's this
third cecisicn we make; wheng
wio choose to [ve, | have mitvad
17 times since college, 3o |
know how imporlant (LS. Whore
you choose o live is the rmast
impartant daclslon in your life. |
wanted to give people advice on
fiow Lo make this decision better:
Mast people pay a lat more
attention to buying a ¢ar than
choosing a place to live.

There ara lots of reasons you
nesd to pay allention o this,
Qne, your housing decision is the
mest axpanslva Investment maost
of us are going to make, And
L, iL's going to affect vour labar
market, vour lifestyle, the kind

of peaple you're palng to mest
and the schools for your family,
Location 18 Important, peple,

Sacramento has made several
lists that have basn influenced by
your work on the creative class,
In 2005, you and Fast Company
put Sacramento on the list of the
fastest-growing cities for the
creative class. And the July issne
of Kiplinger's Personal Finance
magazine places Sacramento on
the top 10 list of “The Best Citles
to Live, Work and Play.” Why are
we popping up on all these lists?
The world is organized anund
mega-regions: the Bos-Wash-
Mew York corridor; the Chi Pits
[Chizagn, Claveland, Detrnit,
Minneapaolis, Pittzburghl corridor,
greater London; greater Tokyo,
cte. Well, Sacramerta is In ane
called NorCal, with the greatar
San Franclsco Bay Area. It's 13
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million people, and it produces hundreds o
hillions in cconomic actlviy,

Sacrameanto iz very interegting, | would put
Washington, D.C. In a very similar catagary, One

of the things that's happenad in Washington, D.C.

i3 that it's bacame a very attractiva suburb—and
I'm making gir guetes around “suburb"—of New
Yfiark. People who don't want to live in New York—
perhans they find it o busy, tno expensive, too
hard to find an affordzble house—sarne Moving to
L. because they belleva it offers g grest quality
of life. | think Sacraimento is tha same king of
phenomenan. It s a0 affordable, fastgrowing
aptind in this powerful sclentific and tech mega-
region. It's a lovely place to live, and it's boen
growing accardingly. The whole NorCal ragion has
A hlgh quality of life, high level of amenities, and
it's one of the most atirective magsredions in the
world, And | think Sacramento is ona of the sub
reglans beneliting the most,

“In the next decade or so...
| wouldn't be surprised if—
in the way San Francisco

and Seattle and Vancouver
have become global hotspots
with people from all over the
world wanting to buy in these

markets—Sacramento
experiences more of that."

Are there other factors that are specific

to the eity itself?

Belng the statc capital is hugs. Mo all Capitals
perform wall. Rut you have Madisan, Austin and
Sacramente, which are parforming well, and yau
have graat univorsilies in the fegion- parliculary
the University of California, Davis, It's often the
ana that's nol mentiored, Fght? You hear Berke
ley rEht away, and then you haar maybe UCSE for
bigtech, end UCLA. But Davis is &n aqually speo-
tacular university. In ag-related fields and vithaul-
ture, it's the greatest unlvarsiny in the world. It's
nit just 8 cantar of innovation of techralogy, bul
It's & cenler of innavatian in agricutture, whinh s
fantastic. But the slete caphtal Is & powerhouse, It
raizes the human capital rate, the craative class
rate, and it ¢restes a Kind of open-mindedness—
avan thalgh people are poliically partisan—so
having the state a3 pital there helps In many ways.,

Iz there an Amold factor?

Absolutely. | was at the Bloombers Radia [studic
in Mew York] yesterday. And the young woman
producing the show sald, “Mayor Bloom barg

WHO'S=S
YOUR
CITY? \

(A1 2

' 1 § Iﬁiﬂm m;ﬁw
RICHARD f"l:;:::iﬁl}ﬂnis
FLORIDA | S

" e ﬂ'I.E wﬂﬂ-ﬂ.

Was just here with Govarnar Schwarrenepnsr
and Whey did Charlie Rose.” Thet's the first thing
she said to us. 5o yeah, | think thal's been great
for the state of Callfarnia, but particulary for

Lhe Sacramento araa bacause it supFests that
Sacramenty is en interesting plece, a cool place,
& place where stuff's happening. So | think thal
thet effect is reflactad In rankings indiractly, And
I Bk thatl in the popular mindset it has a huge
effedt.

0 course the housing crash has hit Sacramento
hard. Given that, is it as atbactive a place for the
creative clags now?

| thimk ower time Secremento has proven to be
3 great real estate investiment, When e dol-
com crigls aoeurrad [In 2000], real astate in San
Francisco became g little bit mere affordable,
but there's still & great cost differential.

| wias Just In Portland and a former student of
mine works in economic development thare. He
actually put the Cascadia mega-region [Portiand,
Seattle, Vancauvar] topethar with NorCal and
said, ~Look—this could be emerging as one glant
mega-region with tens of millions of people, and
one trillion dollars [n econamic output,”

50 | think tha placamant of Sacramerto
positions the city for very good things. | wouldn't
be surpnsed if—in the way Sar Francisee and
Seattle and Vanoouver have become global
hotzpots with people from all over tha world
wanting 1o buy in these markels—Sacramento
experiences mare of that over the next decads
or 50, The biggesl danger is that the whole
region becomes 5o unaffordable that younger
craativa panple can't find a place to live, One of
the things | hear from Californians a lot Is, “I'm
really afraid my Kids will neser be ade o aflord
o L hare”

In the ook, you talk about how theve are dif-
ferant kinds of cities for different stages of your
life, There are those you move to for stimulation
and opportunity when you're younger, Then
thers are those that you move to later because
they're more affordable and family-frisndly.
Isn't it possible for a city to offer both?

| think that's where Sacramenta can

raally compata. Thera aren't a ot of other
cemmunities thet fall into this specific piace that

Sacramants has, The real key s for Sacramar
Lo lake advantage of this. It could really use t
advantageous localion o put lself squarely o
the map. And | think that’s an issue that the ¢
and the local lesdership nead to grapple with,
iau know, it's interesting—San Jose has ha
8 very good opportunity to remake ilsell, and it
nas to some degree. But you would think that £
lass would have done & phenomenally hatter s
glven whara It | [in relation 1 San Frencisco &
Siligon Valley]. | think that Sacramento has don
1 phanomenally betler job than [San Jogsa nn tk
frant]. If | thaught about living in Sacramento, it
would be nul unly because housing is relatively
affariable, and not only because it's a graat
place with s own Internal amenities, but
because I've got the whals wine country therel
| 't know if engugh people really knaw
thet=that Sacramanto [with UC Davis end flank
by Napa and Amador] is the hearl and soul
and heartbeat of the wine cauntry, Talk about o
fartastic destination—lhet's one of tha greatest
destinations In the warld,

What do you think the city could do to taks
advantage of #ts situation better?

The obvious thought Is ta engage its poople—ir
two ways. Ong is 0 engege its creative nlass,
Take thoss yaung people who are involved in
fields like design, madla and winemaking, and
really engage them in a process of craating
Sacramentn's new identity. So instead of just
the locel chember dolng this, angage all of
the energy that's in its people. Maka sura that
Sacramarta really harnesses its creativity and
wwlent, overcoming the squelchers.

The othar Lhing is that Sacraments |s
obviously a very diverse community. Harness
the energy of the multlcuftural community, One
thing that we know is thet whet mada tha Silice
Velley 20 graat ware all of these highly telentad
Indian and Chingse investors and technology
workers. It's important to engage the immigran
communities [in Sacramenta] and build ties the
levarage the diasporas. This is something wa're
thinking about in Tarmrta. We have @ wide reng
of ethnic groups from all over the warld that wil
positicn us for success in the 21st century.

Where ["ve seen your reglon £ail is when

[thers's this buttoned-up leadership that doesn

waNt 1o releass the energy thatl's building In
the community. | think that Sacramento—given
its geagraphy and the fact that It's the stame

| capital—has so much cnergy. It just needs to be

released. That's tha kay. | don't have a specific

| siver bullet, but iV's reelly sbout hameassing

the anargy af tha people and the creative
communities that live thare, and making
Sacramento scem L the outside warld as an
open-mindad, expressive, crealive center.

So | think Sacramants could probably do
a little betier job of thinking about Its peneral
sirategy. But it's done a really marvelous job
otharwlzs. And | think only good things ere
coming its wey. @



